
Mark Your Calendars!
Joint Family Support Assistance 
Program Regional ReachOuts

Joint Family Support Assistance 
Program is sponsoring informative 
workshops for all military service 
members and their families on the 
following date:

Lynchburg: Sept. 14 from 6:30 
to 8:30 p.m. at the Red Cross 
Chapter Office at 1007 Sheffield 
Drive.

The JFSAP Personal Financial 
Consultant will be presenting the 
first of a series of educational 
seminars on financial management 
topics at various locations 
throughout the state. 

The kick off event will be “It’s 
My Business!” a fun and interactive 
program to teach children and 
adults about entrepreneurship. 
Bring the whole family! 

For more info contact Kaye 
Carney  at (804) 926 -7604.
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The Virginia Guard conducted a five-day simulation exercise 
July 26-30 to focus training readiness on the Guard’s ability to 
respond to homeland security threats and work with interagency 
partners at the local, state and federal level. Based out of the 
Virginia Guard’s Joint Operations Center in Sandston, the exercise 
involved more than 200 Guard personnel.

In an effort to improve the Guard’s inter-agency cooperation, 
more than 70 representatives from other agencies such as the 
Va. Department of Emergency Management, Federal Emergency 
Management Agency, Joint Task Force - Civil Support, Joint Task 
Force - National Capitol Region, the Department of Homeland 
Security and Stafford County also took part in the exercise.

“Our response to domestic emergencies is one of the most 
important functions the Virginia National Guard performs in 
service to the citizens of the commonwealth,” said Maj. Gen. 
Daniel E. Long, Jr., the adjutant general of Virginia. 

Read more: http://vko.va.ngb.army.mil/VirginiaGuard/news/aug10/IrishHeat.html

  Virginia National Guard News Headlines

Virginia Guard Family Programs holds 5th annual Youth Summer Camp
Children of Virginia Guardsmen spent the first week of August filling their days 

with fun and educational activities during the fifth annual Virginia National Guard 
Youth Summer Camp at Camp Pendleton in Virginia Beach. 

Read more: http://vko.va.ngb.army.mil/VirginiaGuard/news/aug10/youthcamp.html

National Guard assists JTF with 2010 National Scout Jamboree
When more than 45,000 Boy Scouts and adult leaders gathered at Fort A.P. Hill 

July 26 to Aug. 3 to commemorate the 100th anniversary of the Boy Scouts of 
America during their 2010 National Scout Jamboree, the National Guard activated 
hundreds of personnel to help accommodate the mass event.

Read more: http://vko.va.ngb.army.mil/VirginiaGuard/news/aug10/BSAJamboree.html

91st Troop Command conducts AT across the commonwealth 
Virginia Army National Guard Soldiers from assorted units within the 

Sandston-based 91st Troop Command trained across the commonwealth in a 
multitude of locations July 17-31 for their two weeks of annual training.  

Read more: http://vko.va.ngb.army.mil/VirginiaGuard/news/aug10/91stAT.html

Air Guard teams up with RIR to announce “Air Guard 400” 
Track President Doug Fritz and Air Force Master Sgt. Matt Leas parachuted on 

to the Pit Road of Richmond International Raceway Aug. 4 to announce the name 
of this year’s NASCAR Sprint Cup Series race entitled the Air Guard 400, and to 
unveil the new Air Guard 400 race logo and official pace car.

Read more: http://vko.va.ngb.army.mil/VirginiaGuard/news/aug10/AirGuard400.html

 On page 2: Air Guard salutes Hometown HeroesTraining aims to improve inter-agency cooperation

Issue #16, Volume 3 August 13, 2010

The Virginia National Guard conducts a demonstration of its 
radiological and chemical decontamination capabilities July 
27 at the Joint Operations Center in Sandston. 

Homeland security exercise improves readiness



Eighty Virginia National Guard Airmen were recognized for 
their service while deployed in support of federal contingency 
operations at a Hometown Heroes Salute held Aug. 7 at London 
Bridge Baptist Church in Virginia Beach.

The event recognized members of the 203rd RED HORSE 
Squadron and the Virginia Air Guard Headquarters who deployed 
at least once between Sept. 11, 2001 and December 2008 in support 
of operations Noble Eagle, Enduring Freedom, Iraqi Freedom, 
Hurricane Katrina and other U.S. contingency operations.

Attending the event were many family members and fellow 
Virginia Air Guard members. Guest speakers at the event included 
Assistant to the Governor for Commonwealth Preparedness, Terrie 
L. Suit; Adjutant General of Virginia, Maj. Gen. Daniel E. Long, 
Jr.; and Assistant Adjutant General for Air, Col. Zane R. Johnson. 
Also attending to thank the service members were Chief of Staff 
for Air, Brig. Gen. Wayne A. Wright and State Command Chief 
Master Sgt. Barry S. Coleman.

The 203rd RED HORSE Squadron, based in Virginia Beach, is 
a rapid-response, self-contained, civil engineering force capable of 
performing a full range of construction activities: heavy equipment 
operations, road grading and paving, facilities construction, 
airfield runway repair, drilling wells and setting up operational 
military bases in remote or undeveloped areas.

Lt. Col. Peter S. Garner, 203rd RED HORSE commander, 
spoke briefly about the importance of Air National Guard family 
and the role family members play.

“Every Air National Guard family member has proudly served 
and supported the Air Guard mission,” Garner stated. “We hope 
that every spouse, child, and extended family member knows the 
important role they have in what we do.”

The 203rd RED HORSE Squadron has deployed twice in the 
last nine years: the first deployment to Southwest Asia was from 
April through October 2003, as part of the 1st Expeditionary RED 
HORSE Group in support of Operations Enduring Freedom and 
Iraqi Freedom. During that time unit members worked on a range 
of military construction projects in the United Arab Emirates, 
Oman, Qatar, Iraq and Afghanistan. The unit returned to Southwest 
Asia, from October 2006 to May 2007. This deployment had them 
dispersed across Qatar, Iraq, Afghanistan and Kuwait once again 
in support of OEF and OIF.

In addition to the two deployments to Southwest Asia, the 
203rd has deployed for construction, humanitarian, and disaster 
relief projects to locations throughout the United States and around 
the world. Honduras, Panama, Haiti, Dominican Republic, Israel, 
Italy, Azores, Spain, Germany, England, Kuwait, Oman, United 
Arab Emirates and South Korea are just some of the locations to 
which the unit has deployed.

Members of the Virginia Air National Guard Headquarters 
who have also been deployed took part in the event. The primary 
mission of the headquarters is to prepare Virginia Air Guard units 
for possible federal activation and state mobilization.

Each Airman being recognized received a letter of appreciation 

and commemorative coins enclosed in a cherry wood case.
Each Airman received tokens of appreciation to present to 

family members. Spouses were presented with a rosewood pen 
and pencil set, engraved with the Hometown Heroes Salute logo, 
and children were presented with engraved dog tags.

The Hometown Heroes Salute campaign is an Air National 
Guard-wide program to recognize and thank Air Guard Airmen, 
and those who supported them, as they carried out national 
contingency operations since September 11, 2001. This was the 
first Hometown Heroes Salute to take place within the Virginia 
Air National Guard. A program called The Freedom Salute honors 
Army National Guard Soldiers who have been deployed.
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Air Guard conducts Hometown Heroes Salute

MORE ON THE WEB 

Mercer takes charge of 91st Troop Command 
http://vko.va.ngb.army.mil/VirginiaGuard/news/aug10/91stCOC.html

Boy Scouts of America celebrate 100th Anniversary Jamboree
http://www.192fw.ang.af.mil/news/story.asp?id=123216792

Boy Scout Jamboree 
http://www.bsajamboree.org/

Virginia National Guard on Facebook
http://www.facebook.com/VirginiaGuard

http://www.facebook.com/vaguardpao

Virginia Guard Public Affairs Flickr Photostream
http://flickr.com/photos/vaguardpao

Virginia Guard Public Affairs YouTube Channel
http://www.youtube.com/vaguardpao

Virginia Guard Public Affairs on Twitter
http://twitter.com/vaguardpao

Assistant to the Governor for Commonwealth Preparedness 
Terrie L. Suit (far left) joined senior Virginia Guard leaders in 
thanking members of the Air National Guard at the Hometown 
Heroes Salute held Aug. 7.

Read more: http://vko.va.ngb.army.mil/VirginiaGuard/news/aug10/hometownheroes.html


